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developing our higher nature, we are enabled to love and
live at peace with our fellowmen.

THE FORCE OF TRADITION

China for ages has believed in the force of tradition.1 Her
great intellectual leader Confucius loves the old ways, works
at the ancient writings, practises the manners of antiquity
and seeks to put himself in possession of the forces of the
past, convinced that they rule the future. In his eyes, the
highest virtue is respect for the past, piety in the presence of
the old, * Follow the rules of the former kings/ says Mencius,
*and it is impossible that you should go wrong.'2 Tradition
is the sovereign principle and so the Confucian system of
education has made for stability. In spite of the fact that
China has been for thousands of years the arena of incessant
strife and turmoil, the continuity of tradition has not been
interrupted. The memories of ancient habits and customs
have persisted in modern Chinese life. The essential ethical
core of the civilization has proved to be more stable than the
outer framework, her humanist culture more durable than
stone and bronze.

There have been protests against the hold of tradition.
Shih Huang ti, who came to be known as the first great
emperor, who acquired control over the whole empire in
221 B.C. (died in 210 B.C.) is famous not only for the
building of the Great Wall and the destruction of feudalism,
but also for the burning of books.3 He got the books burnt, as
he did not wish to be reminded that China had existed before
his time and as he was anxious to crush the influence of the
literati who opposed all reforms in the name of old customs.
Even he made an exception in favour of books 'on medicine

1.   Her heroic effort to perfect her almost complete isolation is expressed
in the Great Wall which Emperor Chin Shih built more than   2000 years
ago and which forms a continuous rampart from the sea to the Tibetan
borders, though it has been extended and rebuilt on several occasions.

2.   Mencius,IV. 1.1

3.   Though his dynasty came to an end with his son, the word China
is derived from his family name Tsin or Chin.